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STORMING OF THE TOWN AND FORT OF BADAJOZ, AS REPRESENTED 
AT THE SURREY ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS. 


Out of the many paintings that have 
appeared here at different seasons, we do 
not recollect to have seen any which has 
been more effective than the present one— 
the Storming of Badajoz. The view itself 
is very beantiful, and admirably painted ; 
the artist, Mr. Danson, has taken infinite 
pains, and every minutize of the picture has 
been strictly attended to: of the effect at 
night, when the besieging takes place, it 
strikes the auditory with wonder, and it is 


really astonishing to witness the firing of 


caynon, musketry, and the blaze of light 
produced in rapid succession. The music is 
very appropriate, and adds greatly to the 
apparent reality of the spectacle. The 





concert is, as usual, on a large scale, and 
Mons. Jullien is seen in his glery, and we 
must say, although he has many rivals, 
there are none that can at all approximate to 
him. The vocalists, which are the Misses 
Rowland, Mildmay, and Mr. G. Tedder, are 
too well known to require any comment from 
us; the instrumenialists give many new 
pieces, and this portion of the entertain- 
ment gives the greatest satisfaction. The 
Feeding of the Animals at five o'clock, still 
draw crowds and the younger branches gaze 
with astonishment at the devouring beasts 
of prey. The gardens are now in a high 
state of cultivation, and an afternoon passes 
off most agreeably. 
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METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 
DRURY LANE. 
The German Opera company repeated 
Flotow’s opera of “ Martha’’ on Friday 
evening, on which occasion her Majesty and 
Prince Albert honoured the theatre with 
their presence. ‘The execution of this plea- 
sing work was distinguished by the care and 
earnestness observable in all the perfor- 
mances of the German lyric stage, and by 
the perfect manner in which the combined 
musical effects are so beautifully produced. 
Madlle. Von Romaine and Madame Marlow 
played the Maid of Honour and her compa- 
nion; the former with dramatic profession 
and vocal excellence ; the latter, with arch- 
ness, vivacity, and spirit. Herr Carl Formes, 
in the character of the farmer, Plunkett, 
gained immense applause ; and Herr Bahrdt 
sang with much taste in the part of Lyonnel, 
the other young farmer. The choruses were 
as usual, remarkable for their precision and 
free effect. The house was not very fully 
attended. 





ST. JAMES’S, 

A private performance was given on Sa- 
turday, at half past two o'clock, by com- 
mand of her Majesty, for the entertainment 
of his Royal Highness the Priace of Wales 
the Princess Royal, and the youthful mem- 
bers of the royal family. Invitations had 
been sent to a numerous circle of the aristo- 
cracy, who, with the juvenile branches of 
their families, completely filled the theatre, 
which had been tastefully decorated for the 
ecasion. ‘The entertainment consisted of se- 
lections from the opera of * Fra Diavolo” 
followed bya very skilful performance on the 
rousical glasses and the harp; after which 
the Hungarian vocalists executed two of the 
national melodies. Madlle. Rosati next 
danced a minuet and a bolero. A divertise- 
ment d’enfants succeeded, and the whole 
terminated with the drolleries and feats of 
agility of Auriol, the French mime, with 
which the juveniles appeared highly de- 
lighted. 

ADELPHI. 

A new one act farce has been produced 
here with success; it is founded on the 
same incidents as one brought out at the 
Lyceum, entitled ‘“ Two o’clock in the 
Morning,” the entire business being confined 
to the intruder and his victim. Mr. Bed- 
ford personates a quict-loving gentleman, 





named Snozzles, who, in order to enjoy him- 
self without disturbance of any kind, sends 
his wife, niece, and servants from home for 
the day, and prepares to luxuriate in the so- 
litude of his suburban villa, when his feel- 
ings receive an unexpected shock on per- 
ceiving a stranger about to make himself a 
subject for a coroner’s inquest, by drowning 
himself in his fish pond. Snozzles rushes 
to the rescue of the infatuated young man, 
and brings him into his house, for which 
act of humanity the stranger is so grateful 
that he protests he will never quit his guar- 
dian angel; and, notwithstanding all the 
endeavours of Snozzles to get rid of the un- 
welcome intruder, the latter maintains his 
position with unconquerable pertinacity, 
until Snozzles, driven to desperation by his 
unwelcome guest, determines upon writing 
to a certain Mr. John Johnson, who has 
repeatedly proposed for the hand of his 
niece, but has been invariably rejected by 
the uncle. Snozzles, in his note, offers to 
bestow his niece and her fortune upon John- 
son, On condition that he comes immediately 
to his assistance, and expels the intruder 
from his house, and informs him that he 
need not take the trouble of sending it, as 
he is himself the identical Mr. Jolin John- 
son who had aspired to the honour of being 
married to his niece. The conclusion to 
the farce is novel aud exceedingly laughable. 
Neither of the actors has got a “ tag” to 
speak——the piece cannot, however, be finish- 
ed without one. The prompter is summoned 
on the stage, and Gallot, book in hand and 
spectacles on forehead, comes forward. The 
manuscript is examined, but no “ tag” ap- 
pears—the author, i» fact, has neglected to 
write one. Then a contest arises who shall 
speak an impromptu “ tag,’”’ and, after some 
discussion, a kind of “ last speech’’ is spo- 
ken by the comic partners amidst roars of 
laughter. Messrs. Wright and Paul Bed- 
ford were recalled on the fall of the curtain. 
MARYLEBONE, 

On Monday, a new play, entitled, the 
** Witch Wife, or a Tale of Malkin Tower,” 
was produced at this theatre. The language 
is vigorous, and at times picturesque and 
poetical. Mrs. Mowatt, who played the 
principal character, never seemed to give 
greater delight to her audience, who testified 
their approbation by frequent applause. Mr. 
Davenport and Mr. Johnstone were very 
powerful in their respective parts, and the 
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scenery’and other appointments are very 


appropriate. The piece was successful, and 
the principal ‘actors called for at the conclu- 
sion. The author is Capt. Spicer, late pro- 
prietor of the Olympic. 

CITY OF LONDON. 

During the last few years many changes 
truly suprising have occured in things thea- 
trical, and not the least singular is that by 
which this present summer of 1849 is cha- 
racterized. Singular as it may appear to 
our “ out of town” readers, it is neverthe- 
less the fact, that all three of our East End 
theatres are now destitute of a responsible 
manager, and are left solely to the guidance 
of the actors by whom, and for whose “ use 
and benefit’’ they are now kept open. This 
state of things must necessarily result from 
the faults of one of three parties, viz. : the 
manag, ersthe actors, or the public, and 
while the two former criminate and recrimi- 
nate the one upon the other; the third, and 
not a whit less interested party, looks quietly 
on, caring little by whom the theatre is ma- 
naged so long as the entertainment provided 
be good and suitable. At the City the en- 
tertainments of the week have drawn good 
houses. Mr. N. T. Hicks has been added 
to the company and every thing appears to 
bid fair for a very successful issue to the 
new management, or rather new arrange- 
ment, of which the nominal head is Mr. E. 
F. Saville, than whom a better selection 
could not*have been made. A piece, en- 
titled, ‘* John Stafford”? has been acted 
with success and the other performances of 
the week have;been varied and attractive. 

FAVILION. 

This establishment is now managed by 
the company and is doing a tolerable fair 
share of business. We have nothing very. 
new to notice since our last, but novelty is 
spoken of and must be brought forward, if 
that which all wish to obtain, namely, suc- 
cess is resolved upon. We noticed with 
regret that in the advertisements of Sunday 
last the only names mentioned were those of 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Honner. Now this is 
manifestly unfair to the other clever parties 
connected with the theatre and is most of 
all objectionable in a republic where all 
have, or are supposed to have equal rights 
and privileges. We regret to hear that as 
yet the house has been but indifferently at- 
tended but “ trust for better things.” 


QUEEN’S 

The artistic skill of the manager, Mr. C. 
J. James has been advantageously exercised 
during the last few days in redecorating the 
entrances to the theatre which now present 
a very pleasing appearance, representing 
groups of foliage tastefully disposed, con- 
fined within a simple lattice work. The 
well known taste of the artist and his equally 
admitted skill in his art render in unneces- 
sary to say more than the result of his 
labours is highly satisfactory. ‘ Seven 
Dials’’ is to finish its successful career this 
week and we are promised a continued suc- 
cession of novelty throughout the summer. 

BOWER SALOON. 

This well conducted place of amusement 
continues to reap its full share of public pa- 
tronage. The management are about bring- 
ing forward several new and well-known 
modern dramas. Since our last Mr. Vol- 
Jaire has joined the company. after a very 
successful provincial tour. We were glad 
to see that this gentleman was met with 
the warmest acknowledgements that a 
crowded audience could award. 

VAUXHALL. 

These gardens have never been seen to such 
advantage for the last twenty years as at the 
present time, indeed the whole of the grounds 
have been entirely remodelled, to use the 
old saying, we see an old friend with a new 
face. The Royal Italian Walk is now mag- 
nificent, with its fountains, statues, and 
flowers, all is superb, the boxes and arcades 
are all new, the panoramas and other paint- 
ings done by first rate artists; the view of 
Mooltan has a beautiful effect at a proper 
distance, and adds greatly to this portion of 
the embellishments. The entertainments 
are of a species that cannot fail to give 
satisfaction ; the concert is given by well 
known artists; and the equestrian perform- 
ances are of the first class: Auriol and his 
son are a fund of amusement in the circle, 
and young Hernandez, the youthful and 
accomplished rider, is the greatest wonder 
of the age ; the instant he mounts his steed 
all is grace, fire, animation, and dexterity ; 
his classical attitudes and wonderful eg'lity 
are beyond any thing of the kind ever 
attempted; his graceful and elegant figure, 
added to his beautiful features, and the sp- 
parent gentlemanly demeanour, is so pre- 





possessing that one almost forgets he is 
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mortal ; the rapidity with which he changes 
his body from front to back, and each side 
of the horse is not describable ; the jumping 
over the banners backwards is really a ter- 
rific affair; his riding is the acme of per- 
fection in all its bearings. The next amuse- 
ment after the equestrian business is the 
the View of Versailles, with its numerous 
Fountains of Real Water: it is a very clever 
mechanical exhibition. This is executed 
and designed by M. Guerient, well known 
for his ability of invention ; the view of the 
garden is faithfully represented, and the 
various tints and lights that are produced, 
imparts a brilliancy of effect that must be 
witnessed to form an idea of its grandeur. 
The Fireworks are on the usual extensive 
scale, and the amusements are more numer- 
ous and novel than for many years before. 
CREMORNE. 

Nocturnal Balloon Ascent with Fireworks. 
—A grand day and night fete in celebration 
of the anniversary of the most brilliant 
achievement of British arins—the Battle of 
Waterloo—and in honour of England's hero, 
the Duke of Wellington—was given on 
Monday at this popular place of entertain- 
ment, when all the resources of the esta- 
blishment were brought into requisition to 
render the gala worthy of the occasion. 
The grounds were most tastefully decorated 
with flags, banners, and wreaths of laurel, 
in addition to a variety of military trophies, 
which, combined with the inspiring martial 
music, and coupled with the enthusiasm of 
the spectators—amounting to above eight 
thousand persons—rendered the scene most 
animating. From three o’clock in the after- 
noon, at which hour the doors were opened 
up to the close of the entertainments at 
midnight, there was a continued round of 
amusements of the most varied character, 
and the spirit and liberality displayed, re- 
flected great credit on Mr. James Ellis, the 
active and enterprising lessee. On the 
lawn there was equestrian vaulting, which 
was followed by the feats of the aerial globe 
dancers. Next came a grand vocal and in- 
strumental concert, and subsequently in the 
theatre the elegant Calisthenic exercises of 
the Lauri family. An amusing entertain- 


ment, entitled, “ A Quarter of an Hour| W 


with Brother Jonathan,’ by Mr. W. Bate- 
man, Jullien’s Polka, by the dwarves Sir 
Geoffry Hudson and the Marchioness 
A-la-Mode, and lastly, a ballet d’ action, 





the “ Mystic Branch, or Norah the Pride 
of Kildare,’ admirably arranged by Herr 
Deulin, and introducing that charming 
danseuse, Mdlle. Theodore, Mr. C. Stilt, 
Herr J. Deulin, Herr R. Deulin, and other 
pantomimists, not forgetting that son of 
Momus, Mr. Robert Romer. At a later 
period of the evening, a series of Tableaux 
Vivans, or marble groupings, were exhibited 
in the open theatre, which were greatly ad- 
mired from the artistic feeling and taste 
displayed in their arrangement by Mr. T. 
Thompson. The transparencies and illumi- 
nations were brilliant in the extreme. The 
principal feature of the fete was the night 
ascent of the gj‘ Royal Cremorne Balloon,” 
piloted by that intrepid aeronaut, Lieut. 
Gale, R.N., which took place shortly after 
ten o'clock; the ‘* Columbus of the Skies,” 
as the lieutenant has been facetiously termed, 
being accompanied by Captain Dickson, Mr. 
Duncan King, and another gentleman. The 
pyrotechnic display from the car by the 
Chevalier Mortram was truly magnificent. 
The gardens, we perceive, are announced to 
be opened in future on Saturday evenings. 
Mr. T. R. Lewis (late of the Royal Gardens, 
Vauxhall), has been engaged. 


-_ 











CORRESPONDENCE, 





C. Brenk.—We feel obliged for the very hand- 
some compliment paid us.x—Mr. Stammers, we 
believe, was originally a large coal merchant. 

M.S.—We never answer such questions, it is quite 
a matter of opinion, and we could rot decide un- 
less we held. an argument wiih the parties upon 
the question. 

T. Y.—Your wishes shall be complied with. 

X. Y. Z.—Can you inform me if Mr. Farley is 
alive—the celebrated pantomime writer ?—We 
had the pleasure of seeing him a few months 
back. 

A Visitor To THE ITALIAN Opgera.—Is it the 
Mr. Delafield, the brewer, who is the proprietor 
of the Royal [talian Opera ?—He was, but he 
has retired from the conce:n altogether. 

EnxquikeR.—Who is the best English tenor singer 
on the stage ?—Many think Mr. Sims Reeve, 
but Allen is by far the greatest artiste. 

ALDHAM Kosinson.—We have to acknowledge 
the receipt of the likeness with thanks. 

De.ta.—We have inserted the article. We are 

glad to find he does not neglect his favourite 

subject. 

- A.—We will endeavour to attend the perform- 

ance. 

A Reaper.—The Sadler's Wells Theatre is” ex- 
pected to commence the season early in August. 

Sm LLET.—We certainly give the preference tu 
Mts. Sterling. 
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Che Theatrical Journal. 
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THE LONDON THEATRES. 
DRURY LANE. 
(Continued from our last.) 

During Garrick’s absence his brother 
George assisted Lacy in the management 
of the theatre, but in 1765, David returned 
to England, and shortly afterwards became 
more popular than ever. About this time 
the prices of admission werematerially in- 
creased. In 1766 Garrick founded and with 
great and praiseworthy industry succeeded 
in successfully promoting the Drury Lane 
Theatrical Fund, which was afterwards 
ratified by Act of Parliament principally 
through the pecuniary and professional 
assistance of our “ English Roscius.” Nine 
years of unabated public patronage now 
awaited our great actor, who at the expi- 
ration of that period retired from the stage. 
His last appearance was on the 10th of 
June, 1776. Garrick lived but little more 
than two years afterwards ; he died on the 
20th of January, 1779, aged 63, and 
was honored with a public funeral in 
Westminster Abbey. 

On the 12th of October, 1782, Mrs. 
Siddons appeared here and immediately 
became a very decided favourite with the 
public ; this, however, was not the lady’s 
first appearance on the stage of Drury 
[.ane—that circumstance had taken place 
some years previously (in 1775) when she 
had failed to make any very favourable 
Impression on the minds of playgoers; 
this latter result has been attributed to 
various causes, and among others to the 
jealousy of her abilities entertained by 
Garrick, who, as we have stated, was ma- 
nager at that period; but this point is 
dubious, and there can be no doubt that 
Mrs. Siddons had many enemies inde- 
pendent of Garrick, even were he so in 


period, and among other sneering expres- 

sions applied to her was that of the 

“ Green Room Goddess.” The success, 

however of this extraordinary actress was 

great and immediate—and for many years 

she continued to astonish and delight the 

theatrical world by the display of her won- 

derful and unmatched abilities at this thea- 

tre, and subsequently at Covent Garden. 

It woull be only tedious to enumerate a 

list of successive managers, as we have 

already repeatedly had occasion to remark 

with regard to other establisements, but it 
is essential to observe that Richard Brins- 

ley Sheridan became a manager and part 

proprietor in 1775-6 upon the secession 
of Garrick, and that in 1788 he was joined 

in the management by Mrs. Siddons’s bro- 

ther, Mr. Philip Kemble, who had re- 

cently become a most popular actor. Mr. 

Kemble’s first appearance before a Lon- 
don auditory had been made at this thea- 
tre some five years previously, viz., on the 
30th of September, 1783. “ Old Drury 
Lane” eventually being found unsuitable 
for more modern auditors was finally closed 
in 1791, the last performance taking place 
on the 4th of June in that year, the old 
structure was pulled down and a new one 
erected on the same site—but neither the 
work of demolition nor of re-construction 
appears to have been carried on with cele- 
rity, for the new building was not opened 
until nearly two years after the closing of 
the old one—the first performance on its 
boards taking place on the 12th of March 
1793; this tent merely consisted of 
sacred music. 

The first dramatic entertainments occur- 
ing on the 21st of April following, when 
** Macbeth” was performed with appropri- 
ate music, and scenery, and costume—al- 
terations and enormous improvements for 
which we are mainly indebted to the judg- 
ment and taste of Mr. Kemble. How odd 
to our notions would be the representation of 
the Scottish usurper in a modern court dress 
of the time of the Second George with a 
powdered wig; and yet such was the cos- 
tume in which Macbeth was attired even as 
lately as the time of Garrick! During the 





reality, for we find many unkind observa- 
tions made of her in publications of the 





period which had been occupied by the re- 
erection of the theatre the company had 
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»erformed at the Opera House, and also at 
the Haymarket, but not as it appears with 
any marked amount of success; in their 
new theatre—however and under the per- 
sonal supervision of Mr. Kemble—consi- 
derably aided by his classical improvement 
of theatrical tactics, and generally of dra- 
matic representations, affairs materially 
improved, and the British drama became 
the popular public amusement of the age. 
Sheridan’s writings for the stage now at- 
tracted much public attention, and his play 
of “Pizarro” (although by no means his 
best, and very far indeed from being his most 
original production) became amazingly 
popular the very first night of its represen- 
tation (it was produced in 1799), and has 
ever since remained a great favourite with 
the public. It is not a little singular, and 
has not we believe been remarked before, 
that the first play which made a “ decided 
hit ’’ at the first old Drury Lane Theatre, 
and the one which was equally successful so 
many years afterwards at the newly-built 
establishment, should have been founded 
upon precisely the same historical event— 
that of D’Avenant having been styled, as 
we have already stated, ‘‘ The Cruelty of 
the Spaniards in Peru;’’ while the play or 
rather the translation by Sheridan, entitled, 
** Pizarro,” bore essentially upon, and, in 
point of fact, embodied incidents of a nature 
essentially the same. The success of this 
play was truly astonishing; it completely 
revived the somewhat drooping interests of 
the theatre, and created a similar “ furore’’ 
throughout the provincial establishments, 
where it was acted with unabated success 
for a lengthened period, and still remains 
what is called a ‘* stock piece ;”’ that is, one 
which may always be acted with a certainty 
of pleasing. Nevertheless the real merits 
ofthe play are but scanty and it is now 
difficult to account for the success it met 
with. “ Pizarro” was produced at Drury 
Lane in the season of 1799 and had been 
translated, as all the world knows, from the 
German of Kotzebue. W. 
(To be continued.) 








To The Editor of the Theatrical Journal. 


Sir.—As a frequenter of the “Surrey Theatre ”’ 
I beg through you to state that much annoyance is 
experienced by the admission of children in arms 
both to the actor and the audience. On a previous 
recent occasion, as last evening, a child was very 
troublesome, and Mr. Shepherd seemed much an- 


noyed by the noise, while playing in the * Love 
Chase,” and on the woman being requested to take 
the child out, she refused, stating that they had 
made her pay full price for its admission, which of 
course recognized the admission of children, and if 
s» it but ill accords with the harsh and abrupt ob- 
servation made last evening by Mr. Creswick: ona 
child crying in the house, he observed ‘‘ the check 
takers have strict orders not to admit children,” 
that child “ has been smuggled in; and its mother 
is culpable.”” I hope the management will see the 
necessity of immediately remedying the ‘ annoy- 
ance’ on the one hand, and the ‘insult’ on the 
other, for such an observation might be applicable 
to a suspected felon, but certainly not justifiable 
from an actor to one who contributes to his weekly 
salary,and the power of whose voice alone could for 
ever shut him out from the stage. R. G. 
Dyer’s Buildings. 


MARRIAGES FROM THE STAGE. 
BY LEIGH HUNT. 
(Continued from our last. ) 

It was looked upon, no doubt, as a far 
less daring thing to take a wife from the 
concert room than the theatre, especially 
as Miss Linley had not long been in it, 
and the precedent of Anastasia Robinson, 
notwithstanding the equivocal look of her 
position in the first instance, had been re- 
deemed by the graces of her understood 
propriety and manners, and the way in 
which she sustained her rank at last. But 
a female was now to appear on the stage, 
and in comedy too, who by singular fitness 
for personating the character of a gentle- 
woman, was justly accorded the rank of 
one by common consent ; and wno by her 
marriage in high life, seems to have taken 
off the worst part of the opprobrium from 
all similar unions in future. We need not 
add, that we allude to Elizabeth Farren, 
who, in the year 1797, upon the death of 
his first countess, was married to Edward, 
Earl of Derby. His lordship was neither 
young nor handsome; the lady was pru- 
dent, quietly transferred her elegant man- 
ners from the stage to the drawing-room, 
and the public heard no more of her. 

This sensible example was followed by 
those whom it had probably assisted to- 
wards the like exaltation. In 1807, 
Louisa Brunton was married to the late 
Earl Craven, by whom she was mother to 
the present; and like Miss Farren, disap- 
peared into private life. We recollect her 








as being what is called a fine woman, and 
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one that had lady-like manners, carried 
to a pitch of fashionable indifference. She 


would sometimes, for instance, twist about | 


a leaf, or bit of thread between her lips 
while speaking, by way of evincing her 
naturalness, or nonchalance. She was sis- 
ter of the respeotable actor of the same 
name, and aunt of Mrs. Yates the admira- 
ble performer of Victorine. 

In the same year Miss Searle (we know 
not her Christian name, which is a pity, 
considering she was one of the delights of 
our boyish eyes,) became the wife of Robert 
Heathcote, Esq., brother of Sir Gilbert ; 
and vanished like her predecessors. She 
was a dancer of great elegance, with 
a rare look of lady-like self-possession, 
which she contrived to preserve without 
injuring a certain air of enjoyment fitting 
for the dance. It was this union no doubt 
that captivated us. 

“The Beggar's Opera,” now put a co- 
ronet on the brows of another Polly :—at 
least, this character, we believe, was the 
one which chiefly brought forward the 
gentle attractions of Mary Catherine Bolton 
called also Polly Bolton, who, in 1813, 
became the wife of Lord Thurlow, nephew 
of the first Lord Thurlow, the judge, and 
what is more, a true poet, notwithstanding 
the fantastical things he mixed up with 
his poetry. Mr. Hazlitt became acquainted 
with his writings on the recommendation 
either of Charles Lamb or Barry Cornwall 
(we forget which), and put hin among the 
living poets, whose specimens he collected 
in his “ New Elegant Extracts.” There 
are passages in them of the right inspired 
sort—remote in the fancy, yet close to the 
feeling,—and worthy to stand in the first 
rank of modern genius. We fear he made 
but too poetical a consort, richer in the 
article of mind than money ; but if he had 
a poet’s kindness, and her ladyship heart 
enough to understand him (as her look 
promised), she may still have been happy. 
We know nothing further of his lordship 
or his marriage, except that the present 
lord is the result. 

We have no records before us to show 
when Mr. Becher, a gentleman of fortune, 
married the celebrated tragic actress, Miss 








ON eil ; nor when Mr. Bradshaw, another, 


married Miss Tree, one of the truest of 
the representatives of Shakspere’s gentler 
heroines, albeit there was something a little 
fastidious in her countenance. The latest 
of these unions, Mrs. Coutts’s marriage 
to the Duke of St. Albans, came the first 
under our notice; and therefore we shall 
now conclude with some general remarks 
on the spirit of this custom of wedding 
with the stage, and the light in which it 
ought to be regarded. 

And this simply concentrates itself, we 
conceive, into one point; which is, that 
the theatrical world no more renders a 
person unworthy of the highest and hap- 
peist fortune if the individual has been un- 
spoilt by it, than the world of fashion does. 
See what has transpired in the course of 
this article, — people of fashion, 
and what we shall proceed to notice re- 
specting the persons concerned and their 
connexions, and let any one ask himself 
whether it would be fairer to say “ Don’t 
take a wife or husband from the stage,’ 
than “ Don’t take one from the world of 
fashion.” Mrs. Bradshaw was of unex- 
ceptionable character ; Lady Peterborough 
was unexceptionable; Beard was unex- 
ceptionable; so was O’Brien, for aught we 
know to the contrary ; so was Miss Linley, 
Miss Farren, Miss Brunton, Miss Searle, 
Miss Bolton, Miss O'Neil, Miss 'T’ree. 
Really, the stage, instead of a sorry figure 
in these occasion, cuts, upon the whole, an 
excellent one; and considering its compa- 
rative smallness, and inferior education, 
may put its fashionable friend on the de- 
fensive ! 


PROVINCIAL. 








Bricuton.—Mr. Phelps the manager of Sadler’s 
Wells is here with a portion of his taleuted company. 
The theatre has been very respectably attended on 
each evening of their performance, 

OxFORD, June 18th.—(From our Special Corres- 
pondent).—Agreeably to announcement Miss Da- 
venport gave her Shaksperian Readings at the 
Assembly Rooms on Monday, Tuesday, and Wed- 
nesday last; and Herr Strauss occupied the Town 
Hall on Wednesday and Thursday evenings, with 
his celebrated band. We regret that severe indis- 
position prevented our attendance at either of these 
entertainments; but we understand they were both 
failures. That the lesser light (albeit a lady,) 
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should give away to the more brilliant was to be ex-|day, the proceedings in the Sheldonian Theatre will 


pected, particullary as the announcements were al-|commence at 10 a.m.: the usu | approval or disap- 


most simultaneous, and for a similar evening, (a 


most disgraceful proceeding, as Miss Davenport had! 


the priority,); but that the great Herr Strauss 
should fail to draw a large audience, is rather as- 


tonishing, though not for Oxford. We believe that; 


those who heard Miss Davenport, speak very highly 
as to her capabilities, and the ease with which she 
gave the many different characters in each play; 
we trust to have another opportunity of discoursinz 
of her merits, We conclude our notice ot Mr.John 
Parry’s entertainment. He now determines on a 
foreign tour, in the course of which he meets, whilst 
in Switzerland, with an affecting incide..t, the story 
of Marie Rouset and Pierre Muller: this is recited 
by Mr. John Parry with much pathos; but the most 
wonderful part consi ts of the ‘* Musical Illus- 
trations,’ with which he accompanies the piece 
throughout, in a style which few pianists cou'd im- 
itate; the vespers, the convent bell, the departure 
of Pierre on the night before the bridal, the storm, 
the avalanche, the agony of Marie, her setting out 
in quest of her lover, and the final finding of them 
entwined in each others arms, but cold, and gone 
to another world; all this is told and illustrated 
with such life like veracity, that many an eye glis- 
tens with the moist and chast’ning tear. Mr. Parry 
next gives an amusing account of a fellow-traveller 
a regular John Bull, who is very anxious about 
“oon petty pakky ;’”’—at length on arriving home 
a party is given, which introduces us to the alert, 
and the Grabatis, and an immense Ophelcleide, on 
which the Signor Grabati plays, and Mr. John Parry 
imitates him on a large roll ot paper; after singing 
a duett, Mr. Parry, (in person a Gabati,) is exce,s- 
ively loval by concluding with “God save the 
Queen,” on the Opheicleide (with running accom- 
agar and here we conclude our notice ot 
r. John Parry’s entertainment.—[The above was 
inadvertently omitted from our last number.—Eb. 
T. J.J—June 19th. Oxrorp CoMMEMORATION,— 
The commemoration festivities have commenced 
in right good earnest, and Oxford is quite alive with 
the buzz of admiring visitors. On Sunday the va- 
rious churches were each filled with crowded audi- 
tories ; in the evening according to the annual cus- 
tom of ‘* Show Sunday,” the whole of Oxford City 
aud University, with the throngs of visitors paraded 
Christ Church “ Broad Walk” Yesterday various 
excursions took place, and the “ rare spots”’ of the 
city visited. Inthe evening was the usual proces- 
sion of the racing boats on the Isis, and its attend- 
ant ceremonies; at the Town Hall the University 
Amateur Musical Socicty gave a grand concert 
which was brilliantly attended, for today the An- 
nual Radcliffe Infirmary Sermon will attract num- 
bers to the University Church. In the afternoon 
the Horticultural Society have their Grand Com- 
memoration Show in the lovely “Grove” of fair 
Magdelene College: in the evening Mr. Darby, of 
Vauxhall will give a splendid display of fireworks, 
balloon, &c.; the Commemoration Ball likewise 
takes place to-night at the Town Hall, under high 
patronage. To-morrow (Wednesday) being the 
Anniversary of the accession of Her Majesty, the 
Commemoration in the Academical Theatre is 
tponed till Thursday, and various excursions will 
made in this delightful neighbourhood : on Thurs. 


proval of public characters be disp!a\ ed by the under 
graduates; public orations delivered; the P. ize 
Essays and Poems recited; Honorary Degrees con- 
ferred on distinguished characters, accompanied by 
the other usual ceremonies ; and then the term 1s 
virtually finished (at least to the juniors), though 
not actually finished for two wecks after this dis- 
play of the Commemoration. 








OUR CHATTER-BOX. 





Mr. Bunn’s benefit is announced to take place at 
Drury-lane Theatre, on Monday, the 25th inst. It 
would appear by the advertisement that the best 
artistes of the two Italian operas, the principal Ger- 
man and French artistes, both vocal and instru- 
wnental, in all too numerous to particularise, have 
united in connection with the first of our English 
vocal and dramatic talent, in forming a phalanx 
such has, perhaps, never been assembled within tne 
walls of a theatre in one evening, and despite the 
enormous attraction, there will be no increase what- 
ever in the prices. Few, we should imagine will 
ose such an opportunity, which may not present 
itself for years. 

It is now arranged that Mr. Egerton Wilk’s new 
drama at the Surrey will be brought forward almost 
immediately. The same author we are informed 
has a drama of great interest “ underlined ” at the 
Victori:; the latter is entitled the “‘ Demon Ship, 
or the Buccaneers of Malta.” 

Serious disagreements having occurred at the 
Princess’s, it is quite uncertain when that theatre 
reopens; indeed within the last few days the ru- 
mour has been revived that its next tenants will 
be Mr. and Mrs. Charles Mathews. 

For those of our readers who are fond of witnes- 
sing the game of Racketts, we inform them tha: a 
match will be played on the 25th inst., at the ccle- 
brated ground the Belvidere, Pent nville. J. 
Mitchell, the Champion of England, some Birming- 
ham and London amateurs will attend. This day’s 
play is patronised by the Right Hon. the Earl of 
Eglinton and several noblemen of distinction. 

The services of Mr. T. R. Lewis (late of the 
Royal Gardens Vauxhall), have been secured by 
Mr. James Ellis the successful entrepreneur of Cre- 
morne, for (among other onerous duties) the direction 
of the literary department, both of the Gardens and 
the “Casino,’’ at the Royal Adelaide Gallery Strand, 
ot which Mr. Ellis is also the sole lessee. 
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